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“If I don’t take care of the dirt, it won’t 
take care of me.” For Shawn Feikema, 
agriculture isn’t just a way of life — it 
is life itself. “Soil is far more complex 
than we realize, and its ability to grow 
the food that feeds the world is truly 
remarkable.”

Feikema is a third-generation farmer 
and producer board member at the CHS 
ag retail business unit based in Brandon, 
S.D. His family farm near Luverne, 
Minn., faced a turning point in 2014 
when torrential rains led to severe 
soil erosion, crop loss and financial 
hardship. Seizing the moment, the 
Feikema family transformed their 
farming practices, embracing strip-till, 
no-till and cover crops.

Their efforts paid off. In 2024, their 
journey was featured in “From the 
Heartland,” a documentary available on 
YouTube. The film captures the family’s 
history and the transformative power of 
regenerative agriculture.

For Feikema, the film was a chance 
to educate viewers unfamiliar with farm 
life. “I want people to see that while 
farming has become more sophisticated, 
it’s still about family,” he says. “My kids 
work alongside us; our livelihood and 
family are sustained by the land. When 
we improve the land, we uplift our family 
farm and our community.”

— Natalie Wagner

LEARN MORE: Hear more about 
Shawn Feikema’s experiences with 
advocacy in an episode of It Takes 
a Co-op™ at chsinc.com/podcasts.
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Shawn Feikema and his family, 
who farm near Luverne, Minn., are 
featured in a documentary about 
their sustainable farming journey.
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Improving Germination and Seedling Resiliency
Seeds are often planted into 

hostile environments. Cold, wet 
or dry spring weather can delay 
germination and hurt seedling vigor.

Combining frequently used 
planting aids with advanced 
ingredients can help mitigate 
those risks. Abivium™, a new seed 
fluency product from CHS, contains 

biostimulants and micronutrients to 
improve planting efficiency, bolster 
plant health and protect seedlings 
from harsh conditions.

Interest in biostimulants to boost 
crop yields is strong, says Steve 
Carlsen, director of proprietary 
products with CHS, and Abivium 
“checks all the boxes” to satisfy 

demand for an effective, easy-to-
use and affordable biostimulant.

“Mitigating bad days during 
early crop development is where 
Abivium really shines.”

The product contains talc and 
graphite to improve seed flow and 
planting accuracy by reducing 
seed bridging and static electricity, 

plus metabolites and antioxidants, 
which enhance plant cell activity, 
and eight micronutrients.

Abivium is labeled for 
application directly onto more than 
a dozen types of seed, including 
corn, soybeans and wheat. “Simply 
sprinkle it over seed — it can’t get 
much easier,” says Carlsen.

— Matthew Wilde
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